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Interviewing a Sportsperson
Through a series of activities involving whole class discussion, pair work and small group work, you are guided towards preparing, writing and presenting an interview with a sportsperson in which aspects of discourse, grammar and lexis are developed and practised.

This project is designed to take 4-6 classroom hours.
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Project aims:
By the end of the project:


You will have developed their listening skills by practising listening for specific information.


You will have practised using words and phrases to ask questions.


You will practise a variety of language skills through project work related to football
Activity 1 - Warmer
Discuss these questions with your teacher or in small groups:


Do you read, listen to, or watch interviews with famous people, especially people from the world of sport?

Can you remember any details from any interview of that kind?
Activity 2 – Writing questions
Think of some questions you would like to ask a sportsperson. Think first about a Premier League player. Work in groups of 4 or 5.

Write a maximum of 5 questions, mixing professional with personal.
1.

2.
3.
4.
5.

Activity 3 – Listening and sorting

Listen to and look at this selection of questions taken from a webchat with Manchester United midfielder

Tom Cleverley: http://www.manutd.com/tour
Which questions are about his professional career as a footballer and which are about his personal life? Put the number 1 next to the question if you think the question is about his profession and 2 if you think

it’s personal, as in the example.
a.     1    Who has been the toughest opponent so far in your career?
b.    
Who are your favourite Hollywood actor and actress?

c.    
What is the most memorable moment in your career?

d.    
What was the biggest hurdle you had to overcome to become the player you are today?

e.    
What sort of music do you listen to?

f.
 
If you weren't a footballer, what would you be?

g.    
Who has been your biggest inspiration in football?

h.    
Which is your favourite city in the world? Is it somewhere you have visited on tour?

i.
 
Where do you see yourself in 5 years’ time?

j.
 
What do you like to do in your free time away from football?

k.    
Do you have any pre-match routines?

l.
 
Where is the most exotic place football has taken you?

Activity 4 – Matching

Here are his answers to the questions. Match the questions (a-l) to the answers.

	(a)  

	(b)  

	(c)  

	(d)  

	(e)  

	(f)  


	(g)  

	(h)  

	(k)  

	(d)  

	(h)  

	(l)  



1.
I do, yeah. Before every game, when we get to the dressing room, I have the same drink, the same protein bar, the same stretching routine... Then I look at the set-pieces and then go out to warm up.

2.
Hmm,  that's  hard  to  say.  For  United,  I'd probably  say  my  goal  against  Valencia  in front  of  a  full  house  at  the  Stretford  End. Every young lad wants to do that. Staying up with Wigan last year was also a massive achievement. I've had good experiences at all three loan clubs - at Leicester we won the league, I  was voted Player  of  the Year  at Watford and we stayed up at Wigan.

3.
When I was younger my physical attributes used to get me down. I used to wonder if I'd ever grow as big as the other players. The other hard thing is the sacrifice you have to make - you don't see your friends or your family  as  often  as  you'd  like.  Those  have been the most difficult things.

4.
I love Chicago. It's a great place. I've been on holiday recently to Las Vegas and Los Angeles too - those are special cities. I love coming to the United States.  Also, I'm  not from Manchester but I do really like it, and I'm not   just   saying   that!   I'd   love   to   go   to Barcelona and watch a game at the Nou Camp. I went when I was young but I was too young to remember. I'd like to go there at some point in the future.

5.
I listen to quite a range. I like Drake, Jay-Z, but I'm open to everything. Those are the two artists I'm most into at the minute, though. I met Drake at Carrington a few months ago. He seemed a pretty chilled out sort of guy.


6.
The toughest full-back I've come across has been Ashley Cole or Bacary Sagna - they both make you work back a lot. As for central midfielders, it's probably Steven Gerrard - he knew exactly what he wanted to do before the ball came to him and played one or two touch all the time. It was hard to get near him.

7.
I like Denzel Washington and Leonardo Di Caprio a lot. As for actress, I'm not sure... I'll have a think and get back to you.

8.
I'm quite sporty. I enjoy golf and snooker. I'm not really a computer game guy. I prefer my TV series. I watch a lot of Entourage, Prison Break, Planet Earth. I think I'll start watching

24 on this trip as well.

9.
Hopefully I'll have established myself at this club. I've been here for nearly 10 years now and this is a big season for me. Hopefully I can play a few games this year and establish myself. On the international front I want to carry  on  and  hopefully  play  for  the  senior side.

10. Apart
from
my
family,
I'd
say
Paul McGuinness,
 the
Under-18
coach.
 He's coached  me  from  when  I  was  12  right through to 18. I was physically small when I was younger and he helped me develop in other ways. I'd say he's had a big impact on my career.

11. Probably something sport-related. I did sport at college and I always thought maybe I could be a PE teacher or something like that.

12. When  we  were  in  the  Under-15s  team  at United we went to Kenya. We went on safari, did all the touristy things... that was pretty special. I think we saw a leopard on safari - we definitely saw lions and a giraffe!

Activity 5 – Preparing the interview
Working in small groups, prepare an interview with a sportsperson. It does not have to be a football player.

Ask a mixture of questions concerning sport and more personal questions.

Don’t forget to begin and end the chat politely!
Activity 6 – Rehearsing the interview
Act out your interview in front of the class. Invent the responses!

When you are listening to your classmates acting out their interviews, give them a score from 1-5 for the following:

1. Were the questions easy to understand?

1……… 2 ……… 3 ……… 4 ……….. 5

2. Were the questions grammatically okay?

1……… 2 ……… 3 ……… 4 ……….. 5

3. Were the questions interesting and appropriate?

1……… 2 ……… 3 ……… 4 ……….. 5

After each interview, tell them what scores you gave them and why.
Activity 7 – Doing the interview
Do the interview. Record it or take notes, then produce a transcript.
Activity 8 – Reading and listening to the interviews
Read the transcripts of the other groups (and listen to them if they have been recorded) and decide which is the most interesting.
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�We can just read and sot, listening could be too much


�This activity  is  too much, we can skip it.








